The Call of the Creator


“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.” John 15:4
Some of us feel a calling inside of us.  It doesn’t go away. It just gnaws at our inner core calling us to something different than the rest of the world.

If you are reading this devotion, chances are He has called you to commit your art form to the Lord.  How we walk out (or dance out) this calling is unique to our talents, our personality, and our environment and training. 
Once you have truly committed your art to the Lord, He will not let you rest until He has steered you toward the right path best suited for you and your talents. He will nag you with a frustration, a lack of fulfillment, a sense of uneasiness. You may produce great work of art according to the world’s standards, but it is not good enough for His Spirit within you.

  Gradually, He draws you in through the above emotions.  He then creates a situation which makes you aware of the need to communicate with Him.  He wants you to abide in Him.  In John 15 Jesus says He is the vine and we are the branches.  He speaks of bearing fruit.   The fruit of the artist serving the Lord should be manifested in his or her work.  Let’s look closely at this Bible passage.
“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)
The words, “apart from me you can do nothing,” ring in my ears. They are a warning.   God wants to drive us to a place where we can do nothing apart from the vine.  

Jesus also states that God removes every branch in Him “that bears no fruit,” and “every branch that bears fruit He prunes to make it bear more fruit.”
 He wants to graft you into the vine so He can really use your art for Him. If you are going to follow through with your calling, then you better get serious about aligning every part of your life with what He desires for you. It can’t be half way. Did you get that? He removes the branch if it doesn’t bear fruit!   
It is easy to produce lovely pieces of work of art which reflect the beauty of the Lord, but it is another to draw people to Him through your work.  The only way you do that is to abide with Him all the time in every way. 
How do we abide with Him at such depth?  First of all, ask Him to show you what He wants from you and what He doesn’t want.  Take  time for daily prayer and daily reading of the Word.  He will speak to you through His word. More than that, His word will protect you.  The Israelites were taught to keep the Word in their heart and soul, and “bind them as a sign” on their hands and “fix them as an emblem” on their foreheads.”
  In Ephesians the Word of the Lord is the sword of the Spirit. Fellow artists, you must sharpen that sword. The word embedded in your mind and heart will keep you abiding in Him!  

  The blessing for an artist who is abiding in the Lord is not measured by the world’s perspective.  The reward comes when  others find Christ through your work. This is a fulfillment beyond the gratification of a standing ovation. One feels an indescribable joy! There is a glorious acceptance as one becomes aware of the applause in the heavenly realms.  There are no more frustrations. The peace that surpasses all understanding has finally come. 
Prayer:

Lord, help me to abide in you. Help me to give in to your call and seek you with all my heart.  Show me how to produce work of which is truly inspired by you.  Help me to be faithful in seeking you first above everyone and everything in my life.

Additional scriptures:

2 Timothy 3:16

Psalm 119:130

Deuteronomy 8:6-9

For further scripture suggestions email Mrs. Domini at jubilateschool@nc.rr.com 
 These scripture present a mandate which is manifested for us  
I think of our work as fruit. We are commanded (we have given our art form to Him) Therefore we are commanded to bear the fruit, the artistic product that is solely guided by Him.


How do we do this? We must abide in Him. Jesus says, “apart from me you can do nothing.”  (John 15:5) How true this is.
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He establishes the fruit that artistic work which come from His Spirit. ????

His spirit will come forth. You’ll know when it happens because it will be void of the frustrations and uneasiness of the past.  It will not matter what men, the world, thinks, you will know it is good, because it is of Him.
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